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Polio Eradication Realistic
Decades ago, polio outbreakswer e a constant threat around the world.

After theintroduction of polio vaccines by Jonas Salk and Albert Sabin and a steadfast
immunization effort, these outbreaks became part of history in most of theworld.

Y et many still live under thethreat of polio, which iswhy Rotary and its global
partnersare committed to reaching every child with the vaccine and ending this disease
wor ldwide.

Major gains have been madein the global fight against polio:

* In the 1980s, 1,000 children were infected by the disease every day in 125 countries.
Today, polio cases have declined by 99 per cent, with fewer than two thousand cases
reported in 2006.

» Two billion children have been immunized, five million have been spared disability,
and over 250,000 deaths from polio have been prevented

Rotary will continue the fight until theworld is certified polio-free and every child is
safe from this devastating disease.
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PolioPlus: Rotary's Top Philanthropic Goal isto End Polio Worldwide.

* Polio, a crippling and sometimes deadly disease, still threatens children in parts of
Africaand Asia.

» Rotary member s have donated their time and money to help immunize morethan 2
billion children in 122 countries.

* Rotary isthelargest private supporter of the Global Polio Eradication Initiative,
committing mor e than $600 million dollars and thousands of volunteersto the effort.
* For aslittle as 60 centsworth of oral polio vaccine, a child can be protected against
thiscrippling diseasefor life.

Tremendous Progr ess has been made toward ending Polio worldwide.

* In the 1980s, about 1,000 children wereinfected by thiscrippling disease every day.
* In the two decades since Rotary and its global partnerslaunched the Global Palio
Eradication Initiative, polio cases have been slashed by 99 per cent.

Did you know the Rotary Polio Plus program began in the Philippines? In 1983 the
Rotary Club of Mabalacat under President Bruce McTavish conducted a
comprehensive drive that immunized thousands of children in Mabalacat, a city in the
province of Pampanga, one hundred kilometers north of Manila. With the success of
that initial drive, plans were made for futureimmunizationsin later years.

In 1985 Rotary International announced its polio plusdrive signaling the beginning of a
wor ldwide effort. In 1986 RI finalized their project plansand Angeles City/M abalacat
was selected as a pilot areafor polio plusin the Philippines.

On Sunday morning, February 15, 1987, workers at M abalacat hospital began
assembling the drug packets that would go with each of the eighteen teamsto thirty
immunization sites. Each team consisted of one Rotarian, several midwives, student
nurses, & barangay health workers. Each team leader had been briefed in advance,
received mapsdirecting him to hisbarrio and had visited the siteto insure all was
ready. Now, nearly twenty yearslater, theworld has only a few placesin which the
dreaded disease of polio still exists.




